
 

 

Newsletter Date 

Volume 1, Issue 1 

National Indigenous  
Innovators Breakfast /Of  
Importance to Métis  Citizens/     
Honouring Our Elder 

2 

Age of Majority Celebrations 
/ Caregiver Recruitment  / 
Metis CFS is ZOOMing  / 
Congratulations 

3 

Thank Yous  and  
Announcements 

4 

Inside this issue: 

Taking Our Metis Child and Family 
Services Message to Ottawa on Bill C-92 

In April, our Metis Child and Family Services Authority (Authority) and agencies  
were asked to appear before a Senate Committee in Ottawa to present our views and 
recommendations on how Indigenous child welfare could be reformed under Bill C-92. 
Introduced on February 28, 2019, the federal Bill seeks to address the disproportionate 

number of Indigenous children in care. It would make it possible to 
reform the current child welfare system across Canada and make it 
possible for the federal government to support Inuit and Métis 
leaders to deliver culturally appropriate child and family services.  

Our Authority Chief Executive Officer, Billie Schibler, presented our 
position supporting Bill C-92 to the Senate Committee. In Billie’s 
presentation she emphasized the importance of recognizing the 
recommendations that came as a result of the Truth and Reconcili-
ation (T&R) process in 2015 and 2016. A major recommendation 
from T&R was that much more supportive and healing services are 
necessary for any changes to child welfare legislation. 

Josh Ferland also spoke before the Senate Committee in Ottawa, 
providing his experiences and recommendations as a young  
person who had been in our CFS System. You may recall Josh as 
he was featured in our newsletter about a year ago when he grad-
uated from Metis Employment and Training’s Pipeline 101 Course. 

 Josh spoke about the need for more supports and resources for 
youth, especially when transitioning out of care. He noted his  
appreciation for MMF’s funding of the Metis Spirit Worker. He was 
very thankful for all the help the Metis Spirit Workers, Rhiannon 

Lynch, and others at Metis Agency had given him.  He noted his appreciation of our 
Authority for helping him to get started until he could get his first paycheque from the 
job he had landed as a result of his training.  A big thank you goes out to Pat  
Horsley, Metis Agency’s Child and Youth Care Supervisor, who supported Josh by 
accompanying him to Ottawa.  

Billie also presented to the House of Commons Hearing Committee on Bill C-92 via 
video conferencing alongside Greg Besant, the Executive Director of the Metis Child, 
Family and Community Services Agency (Metis Agency). 

It is our hope that the Bill will be passed prior to the end of the federal legislative  
session this summer as it is the last session that will be held prior to the federal  
election this coming autumn. 
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Committee hearings end on proposed 

federal child welfare legislation 

Todd Lamirande 

APTN National News I May 14, 2019 

The last committee hearing into Canada’s pro-

posed child welfare law was held in Ottawa Tues-

day. The Indigenous Affairs committee heard from 

several witnesses who had both good and bad 

things to say about Bill C-92. 
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OF IMPORTANCE TO MÉTIS CITIZENS 

Our LIFE Program was Showcased at the National Indigenous 
Innovators Breakfast in Toronto April 11th 

MMF & Federal Government Ink New $160 Million Agreement for Metis Employment & Training 

The Manitoba Métis Federation (MMF President David Chartrand) and the federal  
government (The Honourable Patricia Hajdu, Minister of Employment, Workforce,  
Development and Labour) signed a new agreement on May 15th that will result in more 
than $160 million being invested in labour market driven employment and skills training 
programs for Métis citizens through the Metis Employment and Training Department. 
This agreement can provide more than 15,000 Métis Citizens with the supports they 
need to become ready for the labour market and attain gainful employment.  

 

Keys Presented to First Family in MMF’s First Time Home Buyers Program 

You may recall that in our last newsletter we told you the MMF’s First Time Home Buyers 
Program was launched in mid-February. The program was established to provide  
assistance for down payments and closing costs for Métis Citizens who were not able to 
save up the required funds to purchase a home.  The Program provides funding to Métis  
Citizens living in Manitoba for down payments on their first home purchase to a maximum 
of $15,000 plus closing costs up to $2,500. It will assist approximately 400 Métis families this year. For information 
on how to apply and criteria for qualifying, contact the Louis Riel Capital Corporation at 204-589-0772 or  
1-800-387-6004 or email info@lrcc.mb.ca 

Register On The 60s Scoop Website 

The Métis National Council and the Government of Canada continue to work collaboratively, 
Nation-to-Nation, to develop a process to engage with survivors, knowledge holders, and 
leadership to address the sad legacy of the Sixties Scoop on Métis.  If you are, or know of a 
Métis person or family affected by the 60s Scoop, please visit sixties.scoop.metisportals.ca 
to register or to get more information. 

Indigenous Services Canada Minister Seamus O’Regan moderated a panel  
discussion with Indigenous innovators from across Canada. The discussion  
focused on learning from the panelists’ experiences doing things differently in 
their field in order to answer the question: How can policy best promote Indige-
nous Innovators in Canada?  

Our Authority’s Chief Executive Office, Billie Schibler, (2nd from left) was a  
panelist, speaking about our Metis Agency’s very successful, nationally-
recognized Live In Family Enhancement (LIFE) program.  Instead of removing 
children from their homes, the whole family moves in with a Mentor Family to 
acquire stronger life and parenting skills so their family can remain together. 

Congratulations Metis Agency for the wonderful work you do on this program! 

It is with gratitude for more than seven years of dedication that we said fare-
well to Lucy Guiboche who served as an Elder Advisor on our Authority 
Board. In gratitude, Lucy was  presented with a pair of moccasins at Metis 
Agency’s Age of Majority Celebration.   

HONOURING OUR AUTHORITY ELDER, LUCY GUIBOCHE 

Readers:  We really need LIFE Homes in every part of the province. Please pass the message along  
in your community and enquire about being a LIFE Mentor to help a family stay together. 

mailto:info@lrcc.mb.ca


 

 

Page 3 Met is  CFS Newsletter—Summer 2019 

Metis CFS is ZOOMing Into a New, Exciting 
Way to Communicate With Each Other 

Age of Majority Celebrations in  

Winnipeg and Dauphin. 

 Metis Agency celebrated 20 youth who had turned 18 or 
were leaving the agency’s care with a celebration on 
April 11th. Those gathered were entertained by fiddler Michael  
Audette and guitarist/vocalist Brad Moggie. Martha Chartrand 
showed us some fancy jigging. New this year – The costume 
photo booth was really popular with youth who got to take home 
some fun photos.  Staff were happy to get into the photo spirit 
by testing the booth before the event. (See photos left.) 

Become a Caregiver 
We need our Métis Citizens to step forward and open their homes to our children, 
especially school age and young teens.  If you think you might be willing to make the 
commitment to care  for your family's children or your community’s Métis children:   

In Winnipeg , the Interlake and Southeast Regions, contact : 

Alternate Care Intake, Metis Child, Family & Community Services   

204-927-6811 

In Southwest, Northwest , The Pas, and Thompson Regions,  contact : 

Daisy Chartrand, Michif CFS Agency 

204-622-3521 or  204 734-3974 

Collect  Calls Welcome! 

May 8th was a big tech day for the Authority and Michif Agency.  
Zoom officially arrived!  It allows us to video conference, do online 
meetings, screen-share and group message. Because of Michif’s 
large geographic service area, they will especially benefit. They can 
now have meetings with staff and supervisors in all their locations 
simultaneously. ZOOM will save our Metis CFS system thousands 
of dollars annually in travel costs like mileage, hotels and per diems. 

In our last issue, we introduced you to our 
three staff who make up the new Metis  
Connect Team at Metis Agency. They are 
now working with 64 families (108 children). 
59 family/community network meetings have  
taken place, resulting in children being cared 
for by or connected to family. This helps  
ensure they  have an ongoing sense of be-
longing. Many case managers are now also 
facilitating network meetings on their own.   

Metis Connect Update 

Michif Agency held their second Youth Celebration on 
May 10th in Dauphin. Five young people were celebrated 
with a turkey dinner, gifts, sashes and warm wishes. 
They were entertained by Dauphin’s very own Parkland 
Tappers and fiddler Edward Klyne, accompanied by his 
father, Gary. (See photos right.) 

Congratulations go out to Metis Agency’s … 

Brittney Mikolayanko, who is now Metis Agency’s Prevention Supervisor. 

Jennifer Maffiola, who has been promoted to Alternative Care Supervisor. 

Courtney Wrightson, who has been promoted to Family Services Supervisor. 

Manitoba Advocate for Children and Youth Advocacy Officer  
Krista Rey sang the Métis Anthem beautifully at both events.  



 

 

If you have a major milestone or event to share such as a birth,  anniversary, work promotion or educational event like  

receiving your University Degree and would like to share it, please let us know: communications@metisauthority.com 

Our Metis CFS Newsletter is distributed four times per year, roughly every quarter.   

Digital and print copies of this newsletter may be available upon request. 

Metis CFS Authority 

204 - 150 Henry Avenue 

Winnipeg, MB  R3B 0J7 

A newsletter prepared by our Authority for the Board and staff of the Metis Child and  

Family Services System, our Métis  Government, Community and Stakeholders.    

                           Our Metis CFS Authority is a proud Affiliate of 

Phone: 204-949-0220 

Toll Free: 1-855-779-1277 

Fax: 204-984-9487 

communications@metisauthority.com 

Our Agencies 

IT’S BIG NEWS AT MICHIF AGENCY! 

BRANDON SUPERVISOR JARED FOLKERTS CUTS HAIR!! 

A Gift Wrapped in Warmth and  
Love For Our Youth 
An enormous thank you 
goes out to Swan River  
Valley Church of God in 
Christ Mennonite Congrega-
tion Sewing Club for the 
beautiful hand-made quilts they lovingly made and 
generously donated to Michif Agency. It was with 
great appreciation that we accepted them on behalf of 
our youth. Thank you again for your kindness. 

Metis Agency receives $46,800 Grant 

Enquiring Minds want to know if it has anything to 
do with our new ZOOM conferencing system?  

Looking 

camera-ready 

for any and all  

ZOOM  

close-ups! 

Dana Chase always does a great job decorating at 
2000 Portage. Easter was no exception! The kids 
loved colouring and creating Easter eggs!  Thanks so 
much Dana for always putting in so much effort! 

Easter Eggs Galore! 

The Children’s Aid Founda-
tion of Canada grant will be 
used over two years for a 
Youth in Transition Mental 
Health Project. It will support 
young adults who have tran-
sitioned out of the Agency’s 

care to receive private mental health and addictions 
counselling, as well as transportation assistance so 
that youth can access these resources. 

mailto:communications@metisauthority.com
mailto:communications@metisauthority.com

