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2018: Rights of the Métis Nation Child
It is shaping up to be a monumental year of change at the provincial and
federal level for Métis children and families. Since January we have
attended an emergency Indigenous Child and Family Services meeting
in Ottawa to address the Indigenous child welfare crisis. We have had
the Prime Minister’s announcement of a new initiative which will lead to
the creation of a “Recognition and Implementation of Rights” Framework,
as well as an unprecedented recognition of Métis people in the federal
budget, Métis-led national meetings on health and child welfare, and an
MMF voice at the table for Manitoba’s child welfare legislative reform.
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Did you know that 2018
has been declared the
Year of Rights of the
Métis Child? What does
that mean to you?

Truly … Our Time Has come!
In that spirit, we are proud to welcome the Métis National Council’s (MNC)
National Métis Child Welfare Summit to Winnipeg.
Over three days, beginning March 26th, our province will host a large gathering of Métis
representatives from other provinces and jurisdictions, along with senior federal and
provincial government officials. Welcome all to the Heart of the Métis Homeland!
The summit follows on the heels of January’s emergency meetings in Ottawa on Indigenous Child Welfare called for by Federal Indigenous Services Minister Jane Philpott.
Participants at the Winnipeg Summit will be coming together to discuss how child welfare
systems serve Métis families. People will discuss all the factors that contribute to the
overwhelmingly high over-representation of Indigenous children and youth in child
welfare systems across the nation. They will be looking for input on the changes that
must come for a unified strategy to address the issues so that Métis children can have
better outcomes. They will be looking for ways for Metis National Council and other Métis
governing bodies like the MMF to work together with the federal & provincial governments toward ensuring that the accelerated momentum for change, and an overhaul of
Indigenous child welfare generated over the last few months, can continue strongly.

Some of the leaders at Ottawa`s Emergency
Meetings on Indigenous Child Welfare

As the only province with mandated child welfare agencies
governed by the Métis, we are
ideally positioned to share our
experiences and expertise.
We are honoured to see this
summit of change and its
delegates in our midst. We
look forward to hearing the
results and recommendations
for change and improvements
for our current Métis families
and future generations.
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Other Important Métis Nation—Government of
Canada News Stories that
Affect the Future
Recognizing Métis Rights
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced a new initiative in the House of Commons on February 14, 2018, which will lead to the creation of a “Recognition and
Implementation of Rights” Framework. This new Framework is
meant to put Indigenous nations and peoples on a stronger footing when asserting our respective rights. This Framework will be
extremely helpful in assisting our Métis Nation in achieving its
historic goals of having a land base and self-government.
Update: On January 19th, members of the Manitoba Métis
Government Caucus and the Metis National Council met with
representatives of Canada for the first permanent bilateral
(government to government) meeting of 2018. The goal of the
meeting was to engage in post-budget advancements and
strategic planning between Canada and the Métis Nation on
Métis Nation priorities.

Métis Recognized in Federal Budget
Finally, after 148 years, a Métis Nation Budget from the Federal Government!
As many will be aware, our governing body, the Manitoba Metis Federation
(MMF), has won major Supreme Court verdicts in the last few years involving
Métis Rights and Land Claims.
The Federal Government promised to move swiftly in negotiating “government to
government” to settle these long outstanding issues with our Métis leaders. While
much has happened federally in the last few years, this work with MMF and these
conversations with the federal government have been a long time in coming.
The dreams of Métis people were realized with major recognitions of the Métis in
both the Federal budget speech and funding. Some of the highlights of the 2018
Federal Government Budget include:


$500 million over 10 years for the Métis Nation Housing Strategy



$325 million over 5 years in new Métis Nation employment & training funding



federal investments in an Indigenous Early Learning and Child Care
Framework and in Indigenous Child and Family Services which will include
distinct allocations for the Métis Nation.
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“60s Scoop” Métis Survivors
Beginning in the early 1950s, and for the following four decades, thousands of Indigenous children were removed from their families and communities by Provincial child-welfare services.
Many of these children were adopted out to non-Indigenous families
across Canada and around the world – often under the direction of the
federal government, in what became known as the 60s Scoop.
Last October when the federal government announced a $750-millionclass-action settlement for First Nation and Inuit people, there was much
controversy and reaction from Métis people and their leadership
because Métis were overlooked in the announcement.
We know that Métis families were impacted greatly by the 60s scoop.
Many in our Métis Child Welfare System work with families that have been
personally or generationally
affected by the 60s Scoop.
MMF president David Chartrand met with CrownIndigenous Relations Minister Carolyn Bennett in late
February to discuss why Métis people were left out of the
settlement and explore ways
to move forward.
President Chartrand feels
Ottawa is open to working
through the challenges and
are on a new road to help
find healing for 60s Scoop
Métis families.

Province Proposes The Child and Family Services
Amendment Act (Taking Care of Our Children)
On March 19th, the Province of Manitoba introduced amendments to The Child and Family Services (CFS) which will
lead to the development of Culturally-Specific Models of Customary Care and allow Indigenous communities to create
care plans for children that recognize and reflect their unique customs.
Once passed and proclaimed, the Bill will see these needs entrenched in all care decisions related to Métis, Inuit and
First Nations children and youth. Indigenous families would be able to request customary care services and supports
from their CFS agency. Communities would be able to work with agencies to identify customary caregivers, assist with
the design of care plans for children and share in the responsibility for keeping children safe. The bill would enable CFS
support for children who live with customary caregivers and allow sharing information for the purpose of customary care.
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MMF Hosted Community Consultations on Manitoba’s
Legislative Changes in Winnipeg and Dauphin
The MNC National Métis Child Welfare Summit followed two Métis Child Welfare Legislative Community Consultations
that took place earlier in March in Winnipeg and Dauphin, Manitoba. The purpose of the consultations was to provide a
Métis specific, distinctions-based perspective to the provincial government on the Child Welfare Legislative Reform process that the Province announced last October.
Métis Health Minister Frances Chartrand was
appointed by the MMF to the seven-person provincial review committee. The two MMF-led community consultations provided Métis citizens
from across the province opportunities to
provide direct input to their Métis Government
and our Metis CFS Authority and its agencies’
management on the issues that affect them as it
pertains to c u r r e n t Child Welfare Legislation.
Participants were able to speak of their hopes and
needs for the future that they felt should be included
in the changes.
Our Authority and two agencies worked to provide CFS expertise, background and snapshots of our Métis CFS system. We also invited young adults, families and Elders with
lived CFS experiences to share their perspectives and experiences with attendees.
Some of the consultation topics included apprehensions, child protection and prevention, kinship and customary care options, family group conferencing, legal
perspectives, a n d strengthening families and youth. They also showcased some
of the shining examples of Métis-created services that work well for our families
despite funding shortfalls.
MMF President David Chartrand and Provincial Government Families Minister
Scott Fielding attended both two-day gatherings along with MMF Ministers and
provincial CFS staff. Dialogue with community members and officials at both
events was meaningful, emotional and productive. It is our hope that their voices will be heard
and felt strongly in the legislative changes to come!

From the top:
 Metis Child, Family and Community Services and Michif Child and Family Services
Executive Management Teams share information and listen to families.
 MMF President David Chartrand receives a commemorative gift from Manitoba
Families Minister Scott Fielding.
 MMF Health Minister Frances Chartrand is the sole Métis representative on the
province’s CFS Legislative Review Committee.
 Kane Kirton, (l) Rachel Sorin, Metis Spirit Worker Rhiannon Lynch and Cassandra
Sanderson share a Youth Perspective at the Winnipeg Forum.
 Métis CFS Minister Judy Mayer addresses the forum in Dauphin.
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The Consultations Showcased Two Métis CFS Programs that
Help Young People and Families Find Greater Success
L.I.F.E. (Live-In Family Enhancement)
One example is our Metis Child, Family and Community Services
Agency’s very successful L.I.F.E. program (Live-In Family Enhancement). Instead of removing children from a family that is struggling,
the parent/parents and their children live with a family or individuals
who mentor and coach them on parenting and acquiring greater life
skills, while ensuring a safe home environment.
The agency supplies supports and supervision to help the family heal
over a process that lasts about 18 months. LIFE has been featured
nationally by media numerous times. Other provinces and jurisdictions such as Nunavut and Saskatchewan are working to replicate it.

A young Mother (left) shares family time with a Mentor Mom

Metis Spirit program
Another example is the Metis Spirit program which receives funding contributions from the
MMF. A Metis Spirit Worker works with young people who are exiting or have left the CFS
system, to help them adjust to life outside the system and to provide support through
mentoring. The worker helps them with things like finding employment, applying for school,
accessing resources, housing or counselling. The program also serves as a focal point for
these young people to come together and support each other. Many young people have
credited the Metis Spirit program with making a big difference in their lives when they really
needed it. Several stay connected to the program for many years.
Our Michif Child and Family Services Agency, serving the south-western, Parklands and
vast northern regions of Manitoba, has recently hired their first Spirit Worker. Rachel
Templeton will be located in Portage La Prairie and is already beginning to connect with
Michif offices to gather names of young people who could use her assistance.

Michif Spirit Worker
Rachel Templeton

Our Metis CFS Authority
Launched its Series of Four
Métis Sign Cards at the Métis
Legislative Review Consultations
The two-sided cards feature a different iconic
Métis or Inuit image on each side with the
words “Is It Good For The Children?” The
cards will stand in all reception areas, boardrooms and meeting rooms across our Métis
CFS System. They can also be used as bookmarks. Each employee will also receive one.
They remind us to ask ourselves daily in our
decision-making …

“Is It Good For The Children?”
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Caregiver Recruitment Nights
Michif Child and Family Services Agency has been holding a series of foster
parent/caregiver recruitment and information nights. Coming Events include:

Portage La Prairie - April 19th, 5:00pm to 7:00pm
Red River College, Room 216 - 32 5 St SE call 204-239-8721

Brandon - April 26th, 5:00pm to 7:00pm
MMF SW Office, 656-6th St.

call 204-725-8505

The Pas and Thompson - Dates pending: call 204-627-2081
When calling, ask to speak to the Resource Development Worker.

Please spread the word. We need more Métis Foster and Caregiver Homes!

Métis Employment and Training for Young People
Recently Metis Employment and Training (MET) received a substantial new funding allotment from the federal government,
increasing their previous funding.
MET will be connecting with Metis Child, Family and Community
Services and Michif Child and Family Services agencies to coordinate information sessions and outreach of resources for youth
and young adults through our foster parents, caregivers and
agency staff.
More funding will be available for skills training as well as educational and post-secondary educational support. This has great
potential to provide exciting opportunities for our young people.

NEW - Prescription Drug Support for Seniors
Now Available from MMF
The Prescription Drug Program is a MMF initiative that provides financial support for seniors’
Pharmacare-eligible prescription drugs. MMF citizens aged 65 and older with an annual
income of $25,000 or less who use MEDOCare Pharmacy for prescription dispensing and
delivery are eligible for possible support. For more information or to help determine if you are
eligible for assistance, contact the Métis Community Liaison Department in your region or at
the MMF head office at 204-586-8474 ext. 313
Still Needed: Many of our youth in Child Welfare have been diagnosed with health and mental
health issues. Leaving Child Welfare results in them either losing a good portion of their limited
income to pay for necessary prescriptions, turning to social assistance for support, or going
without their medications. This places them at a high degree of risk. It is our hope that
governments will consider providing prescription medication support for youth leaving the Child
Welfare systems up until the age of 25 minimally.
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Valentine’s Day
Valentine’s Day is a time of love!
What a wonderful sight to greet staff, families and
community when they entered the Metis Child,
Family and Community Services Agency office on
Sutherland Avenue. Children and parents wrote
on hearts about “things I love.”
Some things they wrote they loved were “my family,” “hanging out with my Mom,” “listening to
music,” “God,” “my dog,” “my foster family,”
“hockey” and “food.”

Baby Showers

We have had a number of office baby showers since our last newsletter.
Clockwise from Top:
Symone Redmann (MCFCS, Sutherland office)
Dianna Cadotte, (Metis CFS Authority)
Leanne Hildebrand (Standing Committee)
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A newsletter prepared for the Board and staff of the Métis Child and Family
Services System, our Métis Government and Community and our Stakeholders.
Our Agencies

Metis CFS Authority
204 - 150 Henry Avenue
Winnipeg, MB R3B 0J7
Phone: 204-949-0220
Toll Free: 1-855-779-1277
Fax: 204-984-9487
communications@metisauthority.com

If you have an interesting major milestone or event to share such as...
a birth, anniversary, work promotion or educational event like receiving your University Degree and
would like to share it, please let us know: communications@metisauthority.com
February`s Board of Directors` meetings for the
Authority and agencies marked the first time that
Mitch Bourbonniere, former Metis Child and
Family Services Authority Board Member,
entered his new role as Authority Board Elder
Advisor.
Congratulations Mitch!
One of the highlights of the weekend meetings
was a cultural presentation at the joint board
meeting of all three boards. The presentation
was done by Pat Horsley, Child and Youth Care
Supervisor and Cultural Workers Wanda Ferland
-McKenzie of Metis Child, Family and
Community Services Agency.
Thank you Wanda and Pat!

Our Métis CFS Newsletter is distributed four times per year, roughly every quarter.
Digital and print copies of this newsletter may be available upon request.

