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Did you know?
Our Authority and
agencies have the
mandate under Provincial
Legislation to provide
services to our Manitoba
Inuit people.

We find that many team
members in our organizations do not fully understand the interwoven
and interdependent relationship between our
agencies, Authority and
the Manitoba Metis
Federation (MMF).
When CFS was devolved in Manitoba to
include Indigenous leadership and voices more
than a decade ago, the
care of Métis children
and families was returned to Métis people,
along with responsibility
for Inuit children and
families. In Devolution,
MMF was recognized as
the official democratic
and self-governing political representative for our
Métis people.

Agency Board members
are selected from pools
of suitable, trained candidates gathered from
each MMF region as a
result of the Authority’s
Regional
Leadership
Training Program.
Judy Mayer
Métis CFS Minister

The MMF President
forms our Métis Government. He appoints members of the Board to various portfolios such
as Health, Economic
Development and Metis
Employment & Training.

Like the Manitoba
Government, MMF has
province-wide elections.

Judy Mayer, of The Pas,
is appointed as our Métis Minister of Child and
Family Services. Carol
Laramee, from Lorette,
is our Métis Associate
Minister of Child and
Family Services.

Métis people cast ballots
to elect a President as
well as Board members
in each of MMF’s seven
regions. Those elected
form the MMF Cabinet
and Board of Directors.

In addition, the MMF, as
our governing organization,
appoints
Métis
community
members
from each of its seven
regions to sit on our
Authority Board.

Vice-Presidents
from
each MMF region are
responsible for appointing three members from
their region and the Infinity Women Secretariat
is responsible for appointing one member
per region.
The Metis Child and
Family Services Authority is responsible for arranging and providing
training to these appointed members relevant to
leadership, Board governance and child welfare in Manitoba so they
are well-prepared for
Board
responsibilities
when vacancies arise.
As the MMF is the governing body for our Authority, their Board members must vote and approve Authority Resolutions, Audited Financial
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Statements and the
Annual Report at the
Authority’s Annual General Meeting.
As the Authority is the
oversight body for our
two agencies, our Authority Board Members
fulfill the same duties at
the two agency AGMs.

Carol Laramee, Métis
CFS Associate Minister

In addition, the Boards
of Metis CFS Authority,
Michif
Agency and
Metis Child, Family and
Community
Services
Agency meet separately
and jointly throughout
the year.
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The idea is for the community,
through
our
Boards, to join with Executive staff to discuss
common issues and find
solutions to challenges.
It is also a venue to
deliver important messages from both the Provincial and our Métis
Governments.
We are very proud that,
to our knowledge, our
Métis CFS system is the
only CFS Authority system in the province to
bring everyone together
jointly on a regular,

ongoing basis.
So you can see, it is the
Boards of each of our
organizations, as representatives of their local
Métis communities, who
ultimately set the direction and culture of our
organization. They make
resolutions at our Board
meetings and provide
direction to our Executive Management teams,
led by our Metis CFS
Authority’s Chief Executive Officer and the
Executive Directors of
our two agencies.

Harry Tootoo Joins Authority Board
as First Inuk Voting Member!
Did you know that our
Authority and agencies
have the mandate under
provincial legislation to
provide services to our
Manitoba Inuit people?
Yet, we have not had a
voting Inuit member on
our Boards until recently.

In a historic move at the
Authority’s Annual General Meeting last September, the Manitoba
Metis Federation, our
governing body, approved a Resolution that
there should be an Inuk
voting member on the

Authority Board of Directors.
Mr. Tootoo, of
Churchill, was appointed
in time to participate in
December’s
Board
meetings. And, YES, he
is related to Jordin
Tootoo of the Chicago
Blackhawks!!!

Eric Chartrand Named Acting
Chairperson of Metis Child, Family
and Community Services Agency
Mr. Eric Chartrand has
been named the Acting
Chairperson of the Metis
Child, Family & Community Services Agency.
Mr. Chartrand assumes

the role from Ms. Loretta
Boulard. He is a member
of the MMF Winnipeg
Region. It is his second
term, having rejoined the
Board in 2016.

We are pleased to welcome his knowledge and
experience to our Métis
Child and Family
Services system.
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A Historic Time for Métis and Inuit People
A time of recognition of Métis Rights and great potential
for positive change in our Métis CFS System.
We have a new federal government
who has voiced a formal commitment to
the Indigenous peoples of this land.
This includes acknowledging the rights
of the Métis and Inuit people of Canada.
Since spring we have a new provincial
government and a new provincial Families Minister, the Honourable Scott
Fielding. Our hope is that we can have
new dialogue. While the Devolution of
child and family services to First Nations, Inuit and Métis communities happened about a dozen years ago. The
way CFS works has changed little.

The provincial government still flows
funding, determines how it should be
allocated and gives final approval on
how our Métis CFS funds are
spent. We are largely provincially funded on protection.
We have long advocated that we need a
third agency due to Metis Child, Family
and Community Services Agency’s
huge caseload and Michif CFS Agency’s large geographic area.
We also continue to urge the province
to flow funding and supports for prevention services and kinship…for resources
that can keep children safely close to
family, home and the community and
the life they know, while we help parents to heal and build capacity to parent
successfully.
Our Metis families remain profoundly
affected by racism, residential schools,
day schools and the 60’s scoop. We
hope to work with the new provincial
government to be funded and supported
in a way that better meets the healing
needs of Metis people and preservation

of our culture.
Almost concurrently, MMF
and Canada have begun a
process to negotiate land
claims.
In addition, the Supreme
Court decision favouring the
Métis in the Daniels’ Case David Chartrand, LL.D (hons) O.M.
finally recognized Canada’s MMF President
responsibility to Métis people and our inherent rights. These
have the potential to have a huge and
positive impact on our Métis CFS system and Métis and Inuit families.

In our current Manitoba CFS system,
First Nations CFS agencies and their
Authorities not only receive provincial
funding, they receive additional funding from the federal government. Our
Métis CFS system does not receive
any federal funding. As a result of the
Supreme Court rulings, if Métis are
now to be treated equitably, we
should be entitled to receive federal
funding to top up things such as:







Core funding
Prevention Workers
Information Technology
Training dollars, and

Transportation and Travel (which
would be of enormous benefit to
Michif Agency who may have to travel
a full day just to visit one family because of its huge geographical area).
As you can imagine, with new mainstream governments and groundbreaking new lands claims and rights
victories, it is a new day for Métis
people of Canada.
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Margaret (Maggie) Marin is the New
Michif CFS Agency Executive Director
Maggie Marin began as
Executive Director at
Michif in October 2016.
She brings with her a
wealth of experience
and knowledge in CFS
through past positions
with organizations such
as the Child and Family

All Nations Coordinated
Response Unit (ANCR).
Margaret is a strong
leader with previous experience in Executive
Director roles; most notably at Osborne House,
Women’s Safe Haven,
and Aurora House.

Ms. Marin is working out
of Michif’s Dauphin Office at 505 Main St. S.
Her work will take her to
Michif’s Head Office in
The Pas and its suboffices in Brandon, Portage La Prairie, Swan
River and Thompson.

Quinton Sanderson has been Named Acting
Director of Service for Michif CFS Agency
Michif Child and Family
Services
Agency
is
pleased to announce
that Quinton Sanderson
has joined the agency
as Director of Service –
Southern Region.
Quinton has held several positions within Metis
Child, Family and Community Services Agency
since he joined the
agency in August 2007.

He began his career as
a worker in the Parkland
Region before moving to
Winnipeg in 2010.

Since January 2016,
Quinton has been a Service Specialist at our Authority.

There, he worked in various roles, culminating in
a position as a Family
Services Supervisor.

Quinton looks forward to
returning to his rural roots
and being closer to family
and friends in the ParkIn 2014-15, he and his land Region.
team earned the Authority’s Service Compliance
Award.

Danielle Richard is the
New Métis CFS Facilities Manager
Danielle Richard
assumed the role of
Facilities Manager for
our Metis Child and
Family Services Authority, Metis Child, Family
and Community
Services, and Michif

Child and Family Services at the end of November 2016.
Danielle began as a Finance Clerk at the Metis
Child, Family and Community Services Agency
in July 2011, moving to

the Authority with the
amalgamation of Finance
in June 2014.

Since that time she has
performed numerous
duties within Finance.
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Doing Great Work! Recognizing Last Year’s Service
Award Winning Teams at Metis and Michif Agencies
Our Authority honours a service team annually at each agency with the highest standard of compliance in funding
criteria, digital photos, and face to face contact, while maintaining the lowest number of Waiting Closure files for
the fiscal year. Join us in applauding last year’s winning teams. With March 31st year-end approaching, we look
forward to announcing this year’s winning teams this summer.

Metis Child, Family & Community Services Agency
From left, Back row: Elizabeth Denny, Kelsey VanOsch,
Dana Seidel, Julie Reichert, Stacy Moore. Mid row:
Michelle Plett, Holly Weibe, Jennifer Beaucage. Front
row: Andrea Klyne-Lavallee, Majola Vergara, Billie
Schibler, Karla Hildebrand-Eden.

DID YOU KNOW?
Manitoba Metis Federation funds a Metis
Spirit Worker at Metis Child, Family and
Community Services Agency to work with
young people who have “aged out” of
CFS with challenges such as accessing
services, finding housing, furthering
education, and being a valued friend and
support.
It is our hope that the Michif Agency will
also have a Metis Spirit Worker attached
to their services in the near future.

Michif Child and Family Service Agency
From left: Back row: Melissa Bielik, Deanna Sabiston,
Avery Fedorchuk, Valerie Webb, Graeme Brown, Charlotte Sauder, Megan Clark . Front Row: Trish Arrowsmith,
Wanda Guimont, Billie Schibler, Karla Hildebrand-Eden,
Missing: Dianna Reeves, Daisy Chartrand, Bev Clearsky.

French Language Services
Plan Slated to be Signed
by Fiscal Year-End
While the Provincial
Cabinet passed the
French Language Services
Regulation
(1999/2005)
in
December 2005 which
requires CFS Authorities to develop a French
Language
Services
Plan and submit it to the
Minister of Families for
approval, most CFS

organizations, including
our own Métis CFS system, have never adopted a formal plan around
French language, even
though it is a
Requirement under
Provincial Law.
More details of the plan
will be shared in the
coming months.
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Doing Good Deeds

in our Community for our Families
Together, through our Metis CFS Authority, we organized & delivered
more than a dozen beautiful Christmas hampers to families recommended by both agencies. The hampers were generously donated by
MMF Departments at the Winnipeg Head Office. Many MMF Departments fundraised for months. Our Authority also sent over more than
a carload of food items for our Metis Spirit worker to distribute.
Our Authority thanks President David Chartrand, MMF Executive Director Don Roulette, the MMF Department and Affiliates Program Directors and team volunteers, our Authority staff, Metis Child Family
and Community Services Agency and Michif CFS Agency staff for
their vision, partnership and hard work in making it a success. Thank
you to the workers for making us laugh and cry in telling and sharing
their family stories with us.
Below: Tripartite-Self
Government Negotiations
Director, Georgina Liberty
(in blue) and her staff to the
right with their hamper.

Above: Natural Resources Director,
Jasmine Langham and her staff
with their hamper for a Northern
family of 10. Way To Go NR team!

Above and Right: The
Santa Run: Michif’s Trish
Arrowsmith and Angela
McGloan have Trish’s car
fully loaded taking MMF
Dept. Hampers North.

Right:
MMF Finance staff
gather with their
beautiful hamper for
a very lucky Metis
family in Winnipeg.

The Christmas Hamper program shows the
beautiful things that come out of our Metis
CFS Governance system and our relationship
between the Manitoba Metis Federation, The
Metis CFS Authority and agencies.
To Find out more, read the story about “How
Governance Works” on the front page .
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Doing Good Deeds
in our Community for Young People
For the second year in a row, the Metis CFS Authority Social Committee raffled off a print of the original
artwork created for the cover of the Authority’s
Annual Report at the Manitoba Metis Federation’s
Annual General Assembly (MMF AGA) held in late
September 2016. The previous year, Les Bronconnier, the Director of Citizenship at the MMF won the
print. Ms. Wei Xie of the Metis National Council in
Ottawa won 2016’s print.
With ground-breaking new Land Claims and Rights
victories for Métis Canadians having taken place
over the last few years, the cover of the latest
Annual Report was intended to reflect the historic
times in which Métis are living and working. The
sunshine and brightness at the centre is meant to
symbolize our families moving into a time of new
hope and light out of the dark injustices of our
past. The artwork was created by Métis artist,
Nicole Leclair, and the print was donated by
Avenue 4 Communications.
The raffle raised $1,000, more than double the
amount raised the year before. Once again, we
thank the MMF for matching the funds raised by the
Authority’s Social Committee. As a result, we were
able to support more than 30 Independent Living
youth across our province by giving them each a
$65 Walmart gift card. Most of these youth had no
family or supports around them at Christmas. The
youth used the cards toward food, special treats
and/or gifts for their own babies. Some cried when
they received them. Others said “I now know that
people care about me.” “Now I will be able to buy
food for Christmas.” It brought tears to our eyes to
see how much these young people appreciated our
gifts.

Right: 2015 raffle winner, Les Bronconnier, Registrar of
Citizenship at MMF, receives his original print at the MMF
AGA at Assiniboia Downs from George Kolomaya.

Above: George Kolomaya, Metis CFS Authority’s Chief
Communications Specialist presents an original artwork
print at the MMF AGA to 2016 raffle winner, Wei Xie of the
Metis National Council in Ottawa.

A newsletter prepared for the staff of the Metis Child and Family Services
Authority and its two agencies, Metis Child, Family and Community
Services Agency and Michif Child and Family Services Agency.
Our Agencies

Metis CFS Authority
204 - 150 Henry Avenue
Winnipeg, MB R3B 0J7
Phone: 204-949-0220
Toll Free: 1-855-779-1277
Fax: 204-984-9487
communications@metisauthority.com

Got a Milestone to Share? Let us know!
If you have an interesting major milestone or event to share such as a
birth, anniversary, work promotion or
educational event like receiving your
University Degree and would like to
share it, please let us know by sending an e-mail to:
communications@metisauthority.com
Our Métis CFS Newsletter will be distributed four times per year, roughly
every quarter. Our next deadline for
submissions will be Friday, April 30th.

Welcoming a Baby . . .

Welcoming a
Baby
. . Chair,
.
Michif
Board
Celesta Badger, and her
husband, Nick, welcomed
a little boy on December
30th. Gisli Clinton Badger was 21 inches and 9
pounds at birth. Mom
and baby are doing great
and Madden is very excited about a being a big
brother.
Congratulations Celesta!

NEXT ISSUE: A feature on Metis’
Live In Family Enhancement (LIFE)
Program and recruiting LIFE families.

