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Inside this issue: Thank you during these COVID-19 Times 

The Board and Management of the Metis CFS Authority, Metis Child, Family and 

Community Services Agency and the Michif CFS Agency want to sincerely and 

deeply thank all staff, especially our front line workers, for attending work each 

day ready and willing to take on every challenge that COVID-19 gave us since 

March 2020. We thank you and salute you for your dedication to our children 

and families. You have been and continue to be a credit to your profession.  
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Community Addictions Response Teams (CART) Staff Are Now Coming Onboard 
The Winnipeg-based Metis Agency Cart Team brings a wealth of experience to their new roles.  

 

 

Robin has experience with youth at the Youth Addiction Stabilization Unit (YASU) and as a Team Leader at 
our agency’s Gladys Cook Home.    

Cheryl has worked with our Metis Agency for 12 years at Eagles Nest and as a Family Support Worker and 
Supported Family Time Worker.  

Janelle is currently pursuing a Master’s degree in social work based in Indigenous Knowledge and has 
worked with women and girls who have been sexually abused and exploited.  

Stacey has worked as a Child Protection/Permanent Ward and Family Enhancement worker. She also has 
experience working at ANCR.  

Vanessa has worked with the Metis Agency for almost a decade in various roles, including Family Enhance-
ment and has worked at ANCR After Hours.    
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Continued from page 1 

We are also proud to introduce our newly hired Dauphin-based Michif 

Agency CART Mentors Paige Hoover (L) and Sheryl Simpson (R). 

Both were born and raised in the Parkland area and know the obstacles 

that are faced when needing services in a rural location.  They bring 

with them a wealth of life and work experience. Most of all, they bring 

with them compassion, integrity and a true belief that families have the 

ability to heal their lives. They are eager to support and mentor       

Parkland area families on their healing journey.  

Welcome all!  We look forward to welcoming the other new CART team members as they come onboard. 

Family addictions and substance use issues are one of the most significant factors affecting the  

safety of children today. We are proud to have partnered with the Manitoba Government on a new  

project that will provide these much needed services.  $1.9 million is being invested over three years 

into the CART Program.

The main focus of the CART Program is to support a family to remain together while they heal from the  

impact and trauma that comes with addictions.  The CART Program will provide services to approximately 60 

families in Winnipeg and Dauphin. A team, including a caseworker, family mentor, addictions worker and 

mental health worker, provide support for families with parental substance abuse issues and the resulting risk 

of child maltreatment and neglect.  

Board Member Changes 

We believe CART will become a leading practice in family preservation in Manitoba. Rather than 

sending parents to treatment programs and sending children into foster care, this allows us to 

support families to remain together and heal together wherever possible. 

Welcome! 

Cathy Fidierchuk 
to the Metis CFS 

Authority 

Edith Desrosiers 
to the Metis Child,  

Family and Community  
Services Agency  

Congratulations! 

Marcella Vezina is  
now a Metis Agency 

Elder Advisor 

Thank you to our outgoing board members  
for their service to our children, youth and families. 

Marc Boyer Lorraine Laramee Eleanor Welton Harry Tootoo 

Sabrina Pople 
Michif Agency 

Eric Chartrand 
Metis Agency 

Florence Lamoureux 
Metis Agency 

Authority Board Members 
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Kashkihtaaw is a Michif word. It can mean that he or she can, is capable and/or 

succeeds. The name was gifted to us by the Elder Advisors on our Métis CFS 

Boards and we deeply thank them for this name that was given with pride and    

wisdom. It is especially fitting for these times as we embark on a new era of greater 

promise and opportunity for our Métis children and families to be able, to be        

capable and to succeed.   

Michif Kashkihtaaw also evokes messages of stewardship and  
a commitment and responsibility to watch over, which represents 
the very essence and intention of our work with children, youth  
and families.  

At the same time, the name reminds us that as Métis citizens, we 

have the right to watch over our own information about the children 

and families we serve in our Métis CFS System. We have not had 

that before as our information was solely stored on the Province’s 

CFSIS System.  In this age of Truth and Reconciliation it is our right 

to own, control, access and possess this information freely. Control-

ling our own information is a fundamental plank of self-governance 

and it is vital to the preservation and development of Métis culture.  

Work Is Nearing Completion On Michif Kashkihtaaw 

Since the official “kick off” of Michif Kashkihtaaw, our new Métis 

CFS Case Management System, in Spring 2020, we have virtually 

completed all aspects of building our system.  We are on track to 

test the database in August and begin training in September.  We 

have reached the stage where we are providing training to our Change Champions from 

each agency and the Authority so the Champions can be a support to staff for our new system. We are also 

at the stage where staff are being invited to live demonstrations of our new case management system.  

Michif Kashkihtaaw is more user friendly with simplified data entry that reduces  

replication and paperwork while also freeing up valuable 

time for the workers and administrative personnel.  

This is a very exciting time thanks to much hard work, 

interest and input from staff throughout our Métis CFS 

System. We would like to thank all those who have 

shared their knowledge, expertise and energy to create 

a cutting-edge child welfare information system.   

We are proud to announce our new Métis CFS case management 
system will be named Michif Kashkihtaaw 

Michif 
Kashkihtaaw 

Michif Kashkihtaaw 
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Support to Youth Aging Out of Care 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic 

On April 1st a Directive was issued to our Métis and Michif 

agencies for continued support to youth preparing to leave our 

CFS System during the uncertain time of a worldwide pandem-

ic. This Directive contravened current Manitoba CFS  

Legislation.  "Our intention was not to defy laws," said Metis 

CFS   Authority Chief Executive Officer, Billie Schibler. "We 

had weighed our options very carefully, but when it came down 

to it, our Authority and its agencies asked ourselves "Is It Good 

for The Children?"  It was  agreed that we would not send our 

young people out the door without supports during the COVID-

19 Pandemic." 

MMF President David Chartrand, was in full support of the Authority's decision to extend services to our 

young people during this time.“ We are proud of our Metis Child and Family Services Authority for the leader-

ship they are showing in being the first CFS organization in Manitoba to step up and formally commit to  

support these young people." 

As the Authority CEO said when making the announcement to media, "This is a no brainer. It isn't about what 

our funding will support or whether we have the legal ability. This is a humanitarian issue requiring a moral 

response to do what is right." 

Thank you to all the dedicated workers who carried the message to our young  

people and who worked to make sure they were supported to feel safe and secure. 

A number of young people expressed sincere gratitude for this support during the  

Pandemic. 

One young person stated that she was really worried and stressed when everything  

began to shut down. She was fearful of financial instability and was feeling very vulnerable  

during this time of great uncertainly. She expressed “a million thank yous” for the continued  

funding and support. 

Authority Board Elder Chosen to Receive the Order of Manitoba 

On July 15th, Manitoba’s 150th Anniversary, Metis CFS Authority Board Elder Advisor 

Mitch Bourbonniere, was named one of twelve Manitobans who will be inducted into 

the Order of Manitoba. 

The Order of Manitoba was established in 1999 to honour Manitobans who have 

demonstrated excellence and achievement, thereby enriching the social, cultural or 

economic well-being of the province and its residents. 

An educator and community activist, Mitch Bourbonniere, has long been inspired to 

help others find their voices. He is a founding member of the original Bear Clan Patrol. 

He also volunteers with Ogijiita Pimatswin Kinamatwin (OPK), the Mama Bear Clan, 

Drag the Red and many other organizations. He has received two Governor General awards for bravery and 

meritorious service as well as the Canadian Humane Association’s Bronze Medal for Bravery for jumping into 

a Winnipeg river to save a young woman’s life in December 2016. 

Please join us in congratulating Mitch for this well-deserved, highly prestigious honour! Congratulations 

Mitch!  
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<<< Congratulations to Tristin Brightnose! Tristan (left) graduated from R.D 

Parker Collegiate in Thompson on June 26th, 2020. Only the graduates were 

allowed to attend the graduation ceremony in the 

school gymnasium while their families were allowed to 

attend in one vehicle to watch the ceremony on outdoor 

screens at the Thompson Recreation Centre parking 

lot. Graduates did a “walk around” through the parking 

lot while families and friends cheered them on. Tristin 

chose her worker, Kyra Dookheran, (right) to attend. 

Kyra brought Tristin’s two sisters. The ceremony ended 

with fireworks and Kyra was honoured and thrilled to be 

part of Tristan’s milestone event.  

>>> 

Michif CFS Agency sponsors an annual scholarship for a Métis Student at  

Dauphin Regional Comprehensive Secondary School. We were very  

impressed with the young lady who received the award as she took the time to 

send this thoughtful message:  

"Thank you for sponsoring the Michif Child and Family Services Scholarship.  

I will be using the money to help with expenses while attending the University 

of Manitoba and studying University 1 program so I can pursue a career in  

Chiropractics, so I can help others. Thank you so much, without your  

assistance, I wouldn't be able to go as calmly into my first year of university!!" 

 

This just in from our Michif Spirit Worker, Myrna Lavallee, who is very happy 

to report that a number of her young people were accepted into the Tuition 

Waiver Program.  One recipient, Nicolae Peters (shown left with his son  

Jayden) will be attending Assiniboine Community College in Brandon this 

fall where he will be enrolled in the Heavy Duty Equipment Technician    

Program. Nic was also successful in attaining funding from the Manitoba 

Metis Federation for his post-secondary studies. Congratulations Nic! 

 

 

Chromebooks for Youth 

With schools closed during COVID-19, many of our youth found themselves 

without computers and, as a result, they were unable to access online classes 

or do various assignments.  With no word on Provincial support for purchasing 

this essential equipment for our CFS involved youth, we absolutely needed to 

support our young people so they would not be disadvantaged.  As a result, our 

Métis CFS System purchased close to 300 Chromebooks and distributed them 

to our youth through their workers.  

As a provincially funded organization, we are still awaiting word on funding sup-

port from the Province for the Chromebooks. However, we want to extend a 

massive and grateful thank you to the Manitoba Metis Federation, our Métis 

Government, for stepping up for our young people and covering the costs of the 

Chromebooks while we await word on this from the Province. 

Graduation Wishes! 
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We are so pleased to welcome Kim (left) to LIFE.  In the LIFE program, 

a parent or parents will live with their children in her home for up to 18 

months.  Kim is a proud Métis woman who has single-handedly raised 

three children to adulthood.  Kim said she is really looking forward to 

mentoring families who come into her home and believes that every 

child should have a chance to be raised in a healthy, nurturing,  

consistent environment such as the one she provided for her own  

children.  She loves the fact that through the LIFE program she can be 

part of a solution to keep a family together.  Kim is quite passionate that 

she wants to help her “Moms” to reach that goal with their children.  

Candace Mitsima, the LIFE worker at Metis Agency describes Kim as 

being a patient woman with a great sense of humour which will make it 

easy for her to bond with her families. Kim believes in learning from past decisions and thinks she will also 

learn and grow from the experience of mentoring the mothers who will be sharing her home.  

At the same time, Kim does not believe in failure.  She describes her best strength is “an emergency is 911 

and most other problems can be fixed or dealt with.” We think it is a perfect attitude to have as there will be 

moments when parents living with her may feel they are in crisis.  Making change and keeping strong are not 

always easy when you are working to change and grow as a parent. 

We greatly look forward to Kim’s addition to the LIFE program. We know she has some valuable life  

experiences that will help her and Candace guide our LIFE families toward a better path in their lives!  

However, it never hurts to get a few tips from a long-time friend who happens to be our longest-serving LIFE 

Mom, Tanis, shown (right) with Kim in the accompanying picture. 

Welcome to Kim,  
Our New “LIFE” Mentor Mom  
from St. Laurent 

Jason Lepine, the Circle of Life One to One Worker, was one of the staff who 

arranged to have a hamper delivered to one of his families.  He said the family 

was very appreciative of the hamper.  The parents advised him that because of 

daycare and school closures, the kids were eating a lot more and were going 

through more supplies than they normally do. The parent said, “I was so  

surprised and grateful to receive a hamper from Métis CFS to help us out during 

these very tough COVID-19 times.”  

Metis Agency shopped for, created and delivered  
144 hampers to families in need during COVID-19. 
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Metis Connect Has Stayed Active During the Pandemic: 
Being Creative in Connecting Families 
The Metis Connect team and many other case managers within the Metis Agency continue to engage 
with and facilitate network meetings with families to ensure that they have a strong voice in planning and    
decision-making for their children.  Involvement of family and community and a connection to culture is       
imperative for children. It helps with their mental and physical wellbeing and provides a sense of  
belonging.  COVID-19 made this process a little more challenging but we rose to meet it head on. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Metis Connect workers continued to spend a great deal of time searching for and  
engaging with extended family members and having virtual network meet-
ings with families. 

A success story from Metis Connect: 

Alongside an expectant mom and her family supports, Metis Connect was 
able to plan collaboratively so that the parent was able to identify what she 
needed in order to address her challenges, while ensuring her baby was 
safe and connected to family. This parent became involved with Metis  
Agency because she wanted to parent. She had a significant history with 
child welfare, including having older children who were not in her care.  She 
was fearful that judgement of her past would overshadow her current       
circumstances and she would not be given an opportunity to parent. 

Framed by honest and transparent conversations, the support network led 
the planning process, which resulted in this child celebrating his first Christ-
mas and now his first birthday in his mother’s care. The agency-family     
network continues to come together to support this mom and her little one 
on an ongoing basis in ways that mom finds helpful and now welcomes.  

Metis Connect has  

connected with  

450 family members 

and community  

members who have 

participated  

in more than 180  

network meetings  

involving more than  

200 children. 

 
We encourage you to watch our Caregiver Recruitment videos to find out about the emotional rewards 

that can come with caregiving. You can find the videos on the front pages of our websites 

www.metisauthority.com; www.metiscfs.mb.ca; and www.michifcfs.com.  Please phone the numbers  

provided below to get more information. Collect calls are welcome! We need you! 

 

This program is truly keeping families together and connected in a way we 
have never experienced before! 

http://www.metisauthority.com
http://www.metiscfs.mb.ca
http://www.michifcfs.com


 

 

If you have an interesting major milestone or event to share such as... a birth,  anniversary, work promotion or 

educational event like receiving your College or University Degree and would like to share it, please let us know:  

communications@metisauthority.com 

Our Métis CFS Newsletter is distributed four times per year, roughly every quarter.   

Digital and print copies of this newsletter may be available upon request. 

A newsletter prepared by our Authority for the Board and staff of the Métis Child and  
Family Services System, our Métis Government, Community and Stakeholders.                                                            

                                                    
                                  Our Métis CFS Authority is an Affiliate of 

Metis CFS Authority 

204 - 150 Henry Avenue 

Winnipeg, MB  R3B 0J7 

Phone: 204-949-0220 

Toll Free: 1-855-779-1277 

Fax: 204-984-9487 

communications@metisauthority.com 

Our Agencies 

Our Métis CFS System Mourns the  Passing of  
Michif Board Elder Advisor Sandy Campbell 
March 5, 1955 – April 18, 2020 

Our condolences continue to go out to the family of Colin Francis Alexander "Sandy" 
Campbell. Sandy was born in Portage la Prairie, the youngest of six children. He lived in 

Kinosota with his wife, Vicki. He is mourned by his five children,  
many grandchildren and extended family. 

Besides his 27 years of work at the Department of Education with 
Pupil Transportation, music was Sandy's passion.  He was an amazing singer and 
musician, playing guitar, banjo and fiddle, with the "Campbell Brothers", "Campbell 
Band", "One Night Stand", "Michael Campbell Band", "Cameron Campbell Band" 
and "The 4 x 12s" to name a few. If Sandy wasn't playing music or spending time 
with family, he was playing darts.  He travelled to many dart tournaments around 
the province.  

We are thankful that Sandy made time to be a part of the Métis CFS Governance 
System. Sandy’s contributions, kind heart, humour and love for Métis people will 
always be valued and he will not be forgotten. 

Remembering Sandy Campbell 

mailto:communications@metisauthority.com
mailto:communications@metisauthority.com

